Planning Commission
Minutes of Public Hearing and Regular Meeting, March 7, 2012

The Public Hearing of the Lovettsville Planning Commission on LVSU 2011-0001: Subdivision Ordinance
Modifications to Approval Process was called to order by Chairwoman Mari Bushway on Wednesday,
March 7, 2012 at 7:31 PM at the Lovetisville Town Hall, 6 East Pennsylvania Avenue, Lovettsville, VA
20180.

Explanation of Procedures and Opening of the Hearing
Chairwoman Bushway read the Public Notice of this Public Hearing as it appeared in the Purcellvifle
Gazette (Attachment I; Public Notice).

Welcomes and Introductions

Chairwoman Bushway welcomed the citizens attending the meeting and thanked them for coming. She
introduced Mayor Elaine Walker and Planning Commissioners Lorraine Bauer, Jack Burden, Rodney
Gray and Deborah Summitl. She also introduced Town Manager Keith Markel, Zoning Administrator
Melissa Hynes and Town Clerk Judy Kromholz,

Absent
Planning Commissioners Elaine Fischer, Tony Quintana

Presentation

Manager Markel stated that there had been no changes since the Commissions’ last review of this item.
He explained that the Subdivision Ordinance provides specific guidelines for all phases of development,
Many times items such as boundary line adjustments, minor subdivisions, final plats, site plans and
construction drawings require nothing more than complying with the detailed requirements of the Town's
Subdivision Ordinance. If an applicant complies with the standards in the Subdivision Ordinance, the
Town is required to approve the application. There are no subjective planning issues at this point in the
development process and the Planning Commission does not need to be brought in to approve a plan
they legally could not deny. In these cases the Zoning Administrator can review applications with the help
of various outside agencies and the Town Engineer and Town Aftorney and determine if the application is
complete and conforms to the Town's documented requirements. Plans that require a variation to the
standards and requirements of the Ordinance should still come before the Planning Commission for
consideration and possible approval. Manager Markel noted that there are also some grammatical and
language clarifications.

There were no questions from the Commission

Public Speakers
Chairwoman Bushway introduced the speakers in the order in which they had signed up to speak.

1 ! Mary Ann Polacek Ms. Polacek stated that she is opposed fo this item because it transfers too
much power from elected officials to staff. For the record, she noted that
there were no members of the press present,

Chairwoman Bushway confirmed that there were no other speakers. There being no further speakers,
Chairwoman Bushway declared the hearing closed at 7:37 PM.

Chairwoman Bushway called the Regular Meeting of the Lovettsville Planning Commission to order at
7:37 PM.
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Changes in Present at Meeting
There were no changes.

Public Comment
Chairwoman Bushway called for any other public comments. There were none.

Additions/Deletions/Modifications to the Agenda
Chairwoman Bushway called for changes 1o the agenda. There were none.

Approval of Planning Commission Minutes
No minutes were presented.

Staff Reports
No Staff report was presented. Manager Markel updated the Commission on a few items:

¢ He welcomed Zoning Administrator Melissa Hynes to the Town and reported that she has already
started dealing with numerous zoning issues. He expecis her appointment to be confirmed by the
Council at its next meeting tomorrow night.

¢ He reported that the SIgns posted by VDOT at various sites around Town serve to notify the cmzens
that the bike path project is moving forward and that the VDOT public hearing will be on April 11
Manager Markel explained that the public hearing will vest the project.

s He explained that Mr. Keena is medifying his proposal for the infill project and additional
consideration by the Commission is being delayed at the developer’s request.

« He reporied that the Town website is being updated and expanded to include more helpful
information and resources,

Action ltems

A, LVSU 2011-0001: Subdivision Ordinance Modifications fo Approval Process

Manager Marke! presented this item. The Commission is being asked to consider recommending
amending the Subdivision Ordinance such that the Zoning Administrator is charged with the responsibility
of taking action in approving or denying by-right development applications except for preliminary plats and
those applications requesting variations to the subdivision and development design standards. At the
Planning Commission meetings held on December 7, 2011 and January 4, 2012 there was some
discussion over what aspecis of the existing Subdivision Ordinance should change. The consensus of
the Planning Commission and staff was that the Planning Commission should still review all preliminary
plats and any other development or subdivision requests if a variation to the Town standards or
requirements is being requested. At their meeting on February 1, 2012, the Planning Commission
reviewed the final draft of the proposed text and directed staff to schedule a public hearing on this item.

Vice Chairman Burden asked Ms. Polacek to explain the relationship between her comments and the
proposed ordinance revisions. She stated that she objects because the Planning Commission has been
elected and have a responsibility that should not be passed off to staff. She stated that the
Comprehensive Plan is the legal responsibility of the Planning Commission, not the committee appointed
to create it. Chairwoman Bushway explained that the Planning Commission was the committee, with the
addition of other citizens from the community. Chairwoman Bushway also explained that the
Commissioners are appointed, not elected. Ms. Polacek asked if the Commissioners are paid and
Chairwoman Bushway stated that they are paid $100 per month.

Chairwoman Bushway explained that there is no legal requirement for a developer 1o apply to the Town
for by-right development and that these changes would allow staff to say that a project is being done by-
right and not require the developer to wait for Commission meetings to proceed with their project. [f
passed, it would relieve boih the applicants and the commission and shorten the time it would take for a
project to be implemented. Ms. Polacek stated that she felt this is an enormous amount of legal risk for
the Commissioners. Manager Markel explained that an applicant would no longer be made to wait for the
Commission to meet when the only legal recommendation the Commission can make is o approve a by-
right application.
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What they are saying is that if everything meets the subdivision ordinance requirements, they do not need
to review the application.
Motion: | move that the Loveitsville Planning Commission recommend adoption of the
proposed changes to the Subdivision Ordinance to the Lovettsville Town Council.
By: Vice Chairman Burden
Second: Chairwoman Bushway
Aye: Commissioners Bauer, Burden, Bushway, Gray, Summit
Nay: None
Abstain: None
Absent: Commissioners Fischer, Quintana

Discussion items
There were no discussion items on the agenda.

Information ltems
A. Parks Update
Manager Markel reported the following:

1. The Parks Committee will be meeting at the proposed bandstand site on Monday at 5:00 PM and
then returning to Town Hall to discuss the project.

2. There will be a public input session for the Quarter Branch Road Park at the Lovettsville
Elementary School next Wednesday night. He explained that the community is being asked to
coniribute ideas for what should be in that park. There will be small group meetings and survey
forms available. The goal is to get the master plan for the park completed before any
construction starts.

Comments from the Mayor and Commissioners
Chairwoman Bushway called for comments from the Mayor and the Commissioners.
Mayor Walker reported on the following:

1. She welcomed Zoning Administrator Hynes to her first Commission meeting and stated that she
will be quite an asset to the Town.
The MayFest and Oktoberfest Committees continue to meet regularly.
The first set of pavers will be installed at the Veterans Memorial and dedicated on Memorial Day.
The Parks Committee meetings have been very productive and a lot of progress has been made.,
The Town Green gazebo plans are progressing and she is working with the County on the
Lovettsville Community Park.

NN

Chairwoman Bushway extended a warm welcome to Zoning Administrator Hynes and stated that the
Commissioners are looking forward to working with her.

Adjournmeni
Motion: To adjourn the Planning Commission meeting of March 7, 2012.

By: Chairwoman Bushway
Second: Commissioner Summit
Aye: Commissioners Bauer, Burden. Bushway, Gray, Summit
Nay: None
Abstain: None
Absent: Commissioners Fischer, Quintana
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The Meeting was adjourned at 8:06 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

&dudy L Kromho'lz, Town Clerk

Attachment I: Purcellville Gazette Public Notice
Attachment Il: Speaker signup sheet

Date Approved: May 2, 2012

Written Submissions to Commission: None
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