2017-2018 Planning Commission Annual Report

Page | 2

[image: image1.png]©

[ovelisyille

IIIIIIII




Planning Commission Annual Report
Calendar Year 2017 & Fiscal Year 2018
1. Planning:

a. Town Square Master Plan:  The Town Square Master Plan is an effort initiated in 2017 to develop an illustrative overall concept plan and narrative for the streets, lands and properties that enclose the Town Square Park, including the undeveloped Phases 2 and 3 of the Lovettsville Town Center Commercial Area.  The Planning Commission, working in conjunction with the Planning Director, led the process of obtain significant and meaningful feedback from the citizens of Lovettsville regarding the overall concept plan for the Town Square Master Plan by developing a survey distributed to all of the Town’s more than 800 households.  A survey was also made available online to out-of-town citizens.  The Town received 213 responses and the Planning Commission used the feedback obtained to identify a preferred overall concept plan for the layout of future development surrounding the Town Square as well as future installation of additional amenities in the Town Square Park.  The Town Council formally accepted the Plan in early May of 2018 and adopted an amendment to comprehensive plan in this regard later that same month.
b. Town Transportation Plan:  The Town-Wide Transportation Plan is intended to provide recommendations for vehicular traffic, pedestrian and bicycle facility improvements needed to address deficiencies in the design and condition of the Town’s transportation system, improve system performance, enhance the safety of users, and serve a growing Town and regional population.  The Planning Commission assisted staff in the preparation of a Request for Proposals (RFP), evaluating private consulting firms that submitted proposals, and with scoring and selection of the preferred firm. 
c. Capital Improvement Plan:  The Planning Commission considered and reviewed the Town Manager’s proposed Fiscal Year 2019-2023 Capital Improvement Plan before recommending approval of the proposed plan without the inclusion of equipment proposed for installation in the Lovettsville Square Clock Tower.  
2. Zoning Ordinance Amendments:

a. Sign Regulations Amendment (LVZA 2016-0004):  The Commission reviewed and recommended an amendment to Article XI, Sign Regulations drafted by staff in order to eliminate content-based signage definitions and requirements invalidated as a result of the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Reed vs. Town of Gilbert.  The amendment was ultimately adopted by the Town Council.
b. Automatic Zoning of Annexed Properties (LVZA 2016-0005):  The Commission, working in conjunction with staff, drafted and recommended a zoning amendment initiated and referred by the Town Council which amends the automatic zoning designation of properties annexed by the Town.  Such properties will now be automatically zoned CRA-1, which replaces the Town’s previous zoning classification (CR-1) for annexed properties.

c. Amendment to Article XII, Floodplains (LVZA 2017-0001):  The Commission reviewed and recommended an amendment to the Town floodplain regulations drafted by staff as necessary to comply with recent amendments to the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) regulations (44CFR Section 60.3(c)) administered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), revisions to the model floodplain ordinance, and the revised Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) covering the Town of Lovettsville.
d. Amendment Requiring Traffic Impact Analyses (LVZA 2017-0002):  The Commission reviewed and recommended an amendment drafted by staff which requires the submission by an applicant, and review by VDOT, of a Traffic Impact Analysis for qualifying rezoning and conditional use permit applications in accordance with §15.2-2221.1 of the Code of Virginia.
e. Amendment to Child Care Homes (LVZA 2017-0003):  The Commission considered an amendment requested by a resident to amend the definition in Section 42-2 of child care home.  The requested amendment would change the maximum number of children for which care may be provided in a residence from 9 to 12 consistent with Virginia Department of Social Services requirements.   The Commission recommended approval of the amendment but included two additional amendments to: (1) the zoning regulations regarding home occupations (Section 42-199) to increase the maximum number of non-resident employees who may be employed in a child care home (not more than 2); and (2) to the regulations regarding child care homes to require that adequate, safe spaces for loading and unloading children are provided and to add limitations regarding hours of operation.  The Town Council adopted the amendment recommended by the Commission.
f. Amendment to Article II Pertaining to Zoning Permits, Zoning Certificates, and Certificates of Occupancy (LVZA 2017-0004):  The Commission considered an amendment drafted by staff to eliminate vague and contradictory administrative requirements in Sections 42-30, 42-31 and 42-32 for the processing and issuance of zoning permits, zoning certificates, and certificate of occupancy, respectively.  The amendment better distinguishes the different purposes of these three types of administrative approvals and makes the permit and certificate requirements more consistent for various types of activities.  The Town Council adopted the amendment recommended by the Commission.
g. Amendment to Uses Permitted in Commercial and Industrial Districts (LVZA 2017-0005):  The Commission drafted and recommended an amendment to the Commercial and Industrial Zoning District regulations in Article VII to change how various non-residential uses in those districts are termed, add definitions for terms and uses, and add performance standards for potentially problematic activities.  The amendment also changed the name of the Town’s light industrial zoning district (from I-1 Light Industrial to CI-1 Commercial and Light Industrial/Flex District).
h. Amendment to Building Height (LVZA 2017-0006):  The Commission reviewed and recommended an amendment to Section 42-2 for the definition of Height of building so that the method for calculating building height throughout the Town matches the method used in the Town Center Zoning District (Section 42-238(k)(5)(b.)).  The amendment recommended by the Commission also increased the maximum permitted building height of single-family dwellings in the CRA-1, R-1, R-2, R-3 and PIDD districts to 35 feet.

3. Zoning/Subdivision Cases:

a. Annexation of Lovettsville Volunteer Fire and Rescue Company By Simple Boundary Line Adjustment (LVAN 2017-0001):  The Planning Commission participated in a joint public hearing on the application from the Loudoun County Department of Fire and Rescue and the Lovettsville Volunteer Fire and Rescue Company to annex the latter into the corporate limits of the Town.  The Commission later voted unanimously to recommend approval of the revised application and concept plan to the Town Council.  The Council approved the annexation of the property in May.

b. Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for AT&T Wireless Communication Equipment (LVCU 2017-0001):  The Commission considered the CUP application from AT&T to replace and add wireless communication equipment to the site of the Town’s elevated water tank (14-A Quarter Branch Road.  The Planning Commission considered the original application and staff recommendation before recommending approval of subject to reasonable conditions.
4. Organizational/Institutional:

a. The Planning Commission was awarded the 2017 Dogwood Award from the Virginia Chapter of the American Planning Association (APA).  In making this award, the APA and Virginia Tech Land Use Education Program (LUEP) determined that the Lovettsville Planning Commission, through its efforts, had: 
i. Increased engagement of town citizens in the design and development of the Lovettsville Comprehensive Plan;

ii. Targeted recruitment of Lovettsville citizens to serve on the town’s planning commission;

iii. Elevated the CIP as a critical and needed tool of plan implementation;

iv. Established on-site and immediate orientation of newly-appointed planning commissioners.

v. Fostered a closer work relationship with the Lovettsville Town Council; and,

vi. Championed the creation of a Coalition of Loudoun Towns (COLT), a group of planning commission chairpersons that explores the relationship of the County Comprehensive Plan to the area towns.
b. The Commission has nearly full membership with the addition of Planning Commissioners Bob Custard, Stacey Evans and Greg Ratner during this time period.  Long-time Planning Commissioner Joseph Mueller resigned from the Commission after more than 8 years of service and was honored by adoption of a proclamation prior to his moving out of the Town.  Commissioner George Mayer was appointed and subsequently resigned before moving out of the Town, and Commissioner Stephanie Wolf also resigned from the Commission.  Chairman Frank McDonough is no longer serving on the Commission and Commissioner Tom Ciolkosz was elected Chairman of the Planning Commission following the departure of Chairman McDonough.  Commissioner Christopher Hornbaker was elected to the Town Council during the 2018 election, and Commissioner Nate Fontaine was appointed to fill a vacancy on the Town Council before being elected Mayor of the Town of Lovettsville during the 2018 election.  
c. Continued education continued to be a high priority for the Commission throughout this time period.  The Commission continued training members by working to ensure that all members receive training from the Virginia Certified Planning Commissioner (CPC) Program.  Two members completed certification training during this time period:
i. Commissioner Christopher Hornbaker 
ii. Commissioner Bob Custard 
d. To further integrate the Commissioners into Town functions, each Town Council standing committee currently has a member of the Planning Commission as a member, and Planning Commissioners continue to volunteer their time during Town events, ceremonies and functions.
ADOPTED:
This annual report is hereby adopted by the Town of Lovettsville Planning Commission in accordance with §15.2-2221 of the Code of Virginia and presented to the Town Council as a report on the status of planning within the jurisdiction for the 2017 calendar year and 2018 fiscal year:
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